
MONTHLY PULSE
April Fool's Day - 4/1

MLB Opening Day - 4/1

Easter - 4/3

National Nebraska Day - 4/5

Earth Day - 4/22

National Public Health Week - 4/5-4/11

Medical Lab Professionals Week -

4/18-4/24

Occupational Therapy Month

Stress Awareness Month
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"It's hard to beat a person who never gives up." - Babe Ruth

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Jessica Stemper - 4/1 - 10 years

Jessi Zade - 4/4 - 5 years

Brittany Reeg - 4/10 - 8 years

Shannon Lynch - 4/21 - 11 years

HAPPY HCHS ANNIVERSARY!

The latest events, community news, and much more!
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Upcoming Events

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Foundation Meeting - 4/13

Trustees Meeting - 4/26

Paige Waggoner - 4/1

Trista Longstine - 4/6

Gwen Westerbeck - 4/11

Danika Hanchett - 4/13

Jeff Bash - 4/14

Linda Graf - 4/18

Elaine Rosane - 4/19

Johanna Popple - 4/21

Jennifer Taylor - 4/30

HCHS MAKES

NATIONAL

NEWS

Harlan County is a community unlike any other and today that was proven to be exactly

right. Harlan County Health System’s CEO, Dr. Patrick Auman, was interviewed by Senior

National Coordinating Producer, Al Henkel, of NBC News on Harlan County’s triumph

through the COVID pandemic. It’s now been a year since this crazy journey had started for

much of the world. Despite all of the challenges that HCHS has faced, we have shown to be

successful through it all and Mr. Henkel wanted to highlight those successes.

From the very beginning, “HCHS implemented the necessary requirements in order to keep

our patients and staff safe,” stated CEO, Dr. Patrick Auman. “Daily team meetings were held,

PPE was constantly worn, visitor restrictions were in place, and only essential staff were

allowed into the facility for quite some time,” Auman mentioned as well. We believe these

key implementations have led us to where we are today in Harlan County. Since last March,

Harlan County has only seen 207 total positive cases, with the first case not arriving until

June 24, 2020. Our community has been very compliant with the state and local health

regulations and our public schools closed almost instantly for the remainder of the school

year. Although our population increases throughout the summer due to many travelers to

Harlan County Lake, our community seemed to remain very strong and healthy. There was

a period of time this last fall where we saw a significant increase in positive cases each week,

but that has seemed to dwindle rapidly since then. Harlan County has had no COVID related

deaths throughout the entire pandemic and we owe our success to all of the residents of

Harlan County and the HCHS staff for being very proactive in the beginning and

understanding the importance of keeping our sparse community safe. Auman indicated,

“We will continue to do what we feel is necessary in the fight of this pandemic until we hear

otherwise from the subject experts. By continuing to work together as a strong community,

nothing will able to hold us back from beating this.”
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FROM THE DESK OF

DR. PATRICK AUMAN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

M O N T H L Y  P U L S E  |  I S S U E  1 1

Dear team,

The first quarter of the year has now come to an end and I'm very pleased as to the direction

we're heading for the remainder of 2021. We've been increasing our inpatient census lately

and that's great! We only want those numbers to keep going up. Good work to those who

are involved in this process and be sure to keep it up. 

It's also now been a year since the COVID-19 pandemic struck the world. I want to applaud

you all for your hard work and commitment to keeping our patients and staff safe through it

all. A few weeks ago I was given the opportunity to interview with a news producer from

NBC about HCHS's huge success throughout the entire pandemic. We have been very lucky

to have zero deaths in Harlan County and I'm very proud of our achievements we've

accomplished as a team. 

In conjunction to COVID as well, I'm sure you all remember the government funds we were

given last year. We still have a large amount of that still to spend this year and the

Administrative Council and I have been working to create a list of needs/wants that could be

purchased with these funds. Within the next several months you'll notice our facility

receiving a lot of new equipment. These new additions will be great for our patients and will

allow us to improve our current services, as well as add on some new ones in the near future.

With that being said, hopefully we'll have the OR back open again soon so we can start

doing minor surgeries again. I'm also working with Dr. Finkner to add a Ophthalmologist to

the team and we have a Urologist likely beginning in June. Lots of great things to look

forward to!

Lastly, we are still on the hunt for the right HR candidate, with the hopes of narrowing that

down very soon. I'm also working with Dr. Finkner and the Platte Valley Medical Group to

recruit a new physician for us. We're hoping to find a female physician that is very interested

in women's health and this individual will be contracted through Platte Valley Medical Group

so there be no added cost to us...only benefits! We are also still needing several RNs or LPNs

and MLS or MLT to join our team. The current sign-on bonus for full-time RN, MLS, or MLT is

$25K, with a referral bonus of $3,500. 

In closing, continue to do your part to help make HCHS successful. We can't do this without

you all...we're a TEAM! 

Best Regards,

Dr. Patrick Auman



EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT:

HCHS FOUNDATION
The Foundation sold Easter baskets

during the month of March for the

residents at the Villa and Hillcrest

Assisted Living. We're also hoping

to have bingo again very soon! Be

on the lookout for upcoming dates. 

The golf tournament is coming

along very well so far. We have

multiple hole sponsors and teams

signed up already! If you are

interested in playing, please let

Taylor know. $220/team (includes

lunch and mulligans for the

tournament. You will also have a

chance to win a car on hole 8 if you

get a hole-in-one!

STUDER TRAINING
Department heads are continuing to implement

employee rounding, which seems to be going

very well so far. Each department is also working

on an action plan regarding the employee

engagement survey results. No new courses

have been assigned yet, but we're looking

forward to continuing our growth within the

program and seeing our progress down the road. 

This month the leadership team will be meeting

with Rudy again for another all-day strategic

planning retreat. This will be where we go over

the results from February's retreat and get to see

the strategic plan that Rudy and his team have

come up with for us. 

Continue to implement the different practices

your department head has gone over. If you ever

have questions, please reach out to someone for

clarification. We are in this together!
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Danielle Landen
Danielle Landen is this month's employee spotlight!

She's been a part of HCHS for 6 months and prior to

that, she was the SLS Program Director for 1 year. She

recently accepted the position as the Assistant CNO.

What she loves most about her job is the growth &

future of our organization, patient success stories, and

her great co-workers. She's also an active member of

our Service Excellence team and has been a huge

help with our covid shot clinics. When she's not at

work, she enjoys boating, camping, ATVing,

horseback riding, and spending time with her family. If

she could pick one superpower, she would choose

the power of invulnerability. Danielle is also a sucker

for caramel puff corn and would love to travel to

Norway! Thank you for your hard work and dedication

to HCHS, Danielle!



Congrats to, Taylor Molzahn , for

being this month's 'Harlan Hero.' This

award was presented based on their

ability to go above and beyond

normal work duties, as well as their

teamwork and commitment to

HCHS.  Way to go, Taylor! 
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Medical Technologist*

Medical Laboratory Tech.*

RN*

LPN*

HR Generalist/Manager

Evening Cook

*Indicates a sign-on bonus.

$3,500 Referral bonus 

 Shannon Lynch

 Diane Fegter

 Louis Hays

 Janeice Imm

 Donna Kindler

 Tamara Hauserman

Other Nominees:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

AVAILABLE POSITIONS 

MEDICAL LABORATORY PROFESSIONALS WEEK

April 18-24, 2021
Lab week is an annual celebration of medical

laboratory professionals and pathologists
who play a vital role in health care and

patient advocacy! 
Thank you: Season Kerns, Michele Conn, & Sierra Bruce!

EMPLOYMENT CHANGES/ADDITIONS - CONGRATS!
Congratulations to all who have taken on new roles

within our health system! We wish you all the luck in

your new positions. 

Christel Wilson - Accounts Receivable, Jessi Zade -

Pharmacy, Danielle Landen - Assistant CNO, &

Joshua Frerichs - Maintenance



During the month of April, the American

Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA)

celebrates Occupational Therapy Month

and the more than 213,000 occupational

therapists, occupational therapy assistants,

and students who work nationwide to

create fuller lives for clients and their

families.

Occupational therapy is the only

profession that helps people across the

lifespan to do the things they want and

need to do through the therapeutic use of

daily activities (occupations). Occupational

therapy practitioners enable people of all

ages to live life to its fullest by helping

them promote health, and prevent—or live

better with—injury, illness, or disability.

The Therapy Department put their own spin on March

Madness this year! They gave patients the opportunity to

shoot after each therapy visit for a chance to win raffle tickets.

Those tickets were then thrown together in the end to

randomly select winners to receive either a new Hydroflask

water bottle or Spalding basketball. Congrats to the winners

and thank you to all who participated!

DIY: RECYCLED PAINT CAN PLANTERS
If you have artistic skills you can choose to make your own

planters with very beautiful graphics on them. Old paint cans

are most handy when it comes to planters and you can use

their smooth side either to paint something as like in this

case you can glue some vivid colored fabric



UPCOMING

EVENTS:

BASEBALL FUN FACTS!
Baseball fans eat enough hotdogs each year

that can stretch from Dodger Stadium (Los

Angeles, CA) to Wrigley Field (Chicago, IL)

Each MLB baseball has 108 stitches

The longest baseball game in history lasted 26

innings. 

The oldest ballpark built in MLB was in 1912

(Fenway Park - Boston, MA)

The first World Series was played between

Pittsburgh and Boston in 1903 and was a nine

game series. 

The New York Yankees have won 26 World

Series Titles

Easter egg hunt: April 3 | 1PM | Alma City Park

Spring Fling: April 16 | 5 PM-7:30 PM | Downtown Alma

FFA Plant Sale: April 24th

ALMA

SPRING

EVENTS:

4/9 - Varsity Track @ Axtel - 9 AM

4/13 - Varsity Golf @ Arapahoe -

10 AM

4/20 - JH Track @ Franklin - 1 PM

4/20 - Varsity Golf @ Alma - 10 AM

4/30 - Varsity RPAC Track 

         @ Paxton - 11 AM

4/10 - Varsity Track @ Cambridge -

11 AM

4/13 - JH Track @ Alma - 2 PM

4/23 - Varsity Golf vs. Bertrand -

3:30 PM

4/23 - Varsity Track @ Lex - 12 PM

Alma Cardinals

SO. Valley
Eagles

During the first full week of April each

year, APHA brings together

communities across the United

States to observe National Public

Health Week as a time to recognize

the contributions of public health and

highlight issues that are important to

improving our nation.


